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                          Program Overview

History & Mission:  Dr. Irving Wishnow, a caring optometrist for over forty years, created Eye Care for Kids Foundation, a 501 (c)3 non-profit in 1998 to provide free eye examinations and eyeglasses for school children in the Houston area, whose parents or guardians could not afford to pay for these services. Since its inception Eye Care for Kids has successfully treated more than 20,000 school-aged children.  The mission of Eye Care for Kids is to empower children to reach their full educational and social potential through vision.
Community Need:  Each year thousands of children who fail their school vision screenings do not receive the necessary eye care due to lack of income, lack of medical insurance, and/or parental neglect.  Eye Care for Kids is here to help.  

Program Services:    Eye Care for Kids Foundation is able to provide free eye care for thousands of children each year thanks to it network of over 100 Houston area optometrists who donate approximately $200 of in-kind services per patient. Provider optometrists donate comprehensive eye examinations and are reimbursed $50 for each new pair of frames with polycarbonate lenses they provide.   Eye Care for Kids also provides vision screening services at no charge to targeted schools and community health fairs.  Eye Care for Kids Foundation is supported by donations from individuals, private foundations, corporations, and fundraising events.  
Program Guidelines:  All three of the criteria listed below are necessary to qualify for assistance.  

Nurses, please help us by referring only those children who meet the following criteria:
· Child has a visual acuity of at least 20/40 or higher in either eye

· Child is not covered by private insurance, CHIP or Medicaid 

· Child’s family’s income does not exceed 150% of the Federal Poverty Guideline 
 2011 Poverty Guidelines
	      Size of  

      Family 

        Unit
	 2011 Federal Poverty

         Guidelines

Max. Yearly Income
	   Eye Care for Kids

        Guideline

 150% Above FPG
	 Maximum Monthly

Income to Qualify for

   Eye Care for Kids

	          2
	        $14,710
	          $22,065
	             $1,839

	          3
	        $18,530
	          $27,795
	             $2,317

	          4
	        $22,350
	          $33,525
	             $2,794

	          5
	        $26,170
	          $39,255
	             $3,272

	          6
	        $29,990
	          $44,985
	             $3,749

	          7
	        $33,810
	          $50,715
	             $4,227

	          8
	        $37,630
	          $56,445
	             $4,704



Program Instructions for School Nurses

1.
Vision Screenings must be administered by state certified vision screeners, and student referrals must come from the school nurse or a qualified individual on behalf of the school.

2. Please check students’ eligibility before submitting applications. Students with Medicaid and CHIP must utilize those programs to receive eye exams and glasses. Eye Care for Kids is open to those children who are not insured and fall within our guidelines for financial eligibility. Program Guidelines are listed on a separate page.

3. 
Please use the new 2011-2012 applications.  Applications must be written legibly.

4.
Nurses, please make sure your school information such as your name, job title, school name, 
phone 
and fax number is on the application so that we can contact you if we have any questions.

5.
Once application is completed, fax to Program Outreach 713-728-9304. 

      6.
Applications will be reviewed for approval and faxed back approximately within a week. 

7. 
Upon receiving approval, a provider doctor will be assigned and listed in the lower right hand corner of the application. An appointment should then be made either by the child’s parent or guardian, or by the school nurse or administrator on behalf of the child. Please make parents/guardians aware that their child’s approved application form must be brought to the appointment with the child and turned in to the doctor’s staff. This is their payment voucher.  Vouchers must be used within 30 days. 
8.
Please make sure that parents/guardians are aware that they are responsible for keeping their child’s appointment. If they are unable to keep their child’s appointment, they must call the provider doctor to reschedule. Patients who don’t call or keep their child’s appointments may forfeit receiving future benefits. Our provider doctors generously donate their time and facilities to Eye Care for Kids Foundation, so please tell them to give the provider at least one day’s notice if they need to reschedule.  In addition, please tell them to be polite to the doctors’ office staff.
Please Remember:

· Children may receive services from Eye Care for Kids once per school year, unless prior authorization is given due special circumstances (i.e. changes in visual acuity, pain, etc.)

·     This program was not designed to provide children with extra pairs of glasses, so please submit only one application per child per school year.  If you have questions regarding special circumstances, please give us a call.

·     Please have the child write a nice thank you to the eye doctor and Eye Care for Kids and mail it to: Eye Care for Kids Foundation, 9660 Hillcroft, Suite 325, Houston, Texas  77096. Our provider doctors and Eye Care for Kids Foundation donors appreciate reading these letters.        

·    We are here to help. If you have any questions, please call our office at 713-728-5437.

Nurses, thank you so much for your support!  Eye Care for Kids could not accomplish what we do without the assistance of caring, guardian angels like you.

