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Eye Care for KIDS Foundation                                

                    Program Overview
A student who cannot see clearly is a student who cannot learn at his or her full potential.  When students suffer from “blackboard blindness, their ability to read, participate in sports and learn is greatly hindered.  Their self-confidence diminishes and their capability to succeed in school is drastically reduced.  Eye Care for Kids was founded to help indigent children receive the care they need.                                       Dr. Irv Wishnow, Founder

              









    Eye Care for Kids Foundation

History & Mission:  Dr. Irving Wishnow, a caring optometrist for over forty years, created Eye Care for Kids Foundation in 1998 to provide free eye examinations and eyeglasses for school children in the Houston area, whose parents or guardians could not afford to pay for these services. Since its inception, Eye Care for Kids has successfully treated over 9,000 school-aged children.  

Community Need:  Each year thousands of children who fail their school vision screenings do not receive the necessary eye care due to lack of income, lack of medical insurance, and/or parental neglect.  Eye Care for Kids is here to help.  

Program Services:    Eye Care for Kids Foundation is able to provide free eye care for thousands of children.

It has recruited over 100 Houston area optometrists to become Eye Care for Kids Provider Doctors.  Our doctors 
donate close to $200 of in-kind services per patient, which equates to thousands of dollars each year.  Provider optometrists are paid by Eye Care for Kids Foundation $29 for comprehensive eye examinations and $50 for eyeglasses.   The total cost for most patients is $79, and covers the cost of an exam and new frames, corrective 
lenses with ultraviolet, scratch resistant coating polycarbonate lenses and a carrying case. For strong, over power prescriptions the doctor receives an additional $20.  If glasses are not needed, the doctor receives 
$29 to cover administrative fees.  Eye Care for Kids Foundation is supported by donations from individuals, private foundations, corporations, and fundraising events.
Program Guidelines:  The following criteria are necessary to qualify for assistance: 

· Child has a visual acuity of at least 20/40 or higher in either eye

· Child is not covered by insurance 

· Child’s family does not have CHIPS or Medicaid 

· Child’s family’s income does not exceed 150% of the Federal Poverty Guideline 
                                                  *2008-2009 Poverty Guidelines
	      Size of  

      Family 

        Unit
	 08-09 Federal Poverty

         Guidelines

Max. Yearly Income
	   Eye Care for Kids

        Guidelines

 150% Above FPG
	 Maximum Monthly

Income to Qualify for

   Eye Care for Kids
	 Maximum Weekly

Income to Qualify for

  Eye Care for Kids

	          2
	        $14,000
	          $21,000
	             $1,750
	            $437.50

	          3
	        $17,600
	          $26,400
	             $2,200
	            $550.00

	          4
	        $21,200 
	          $31,800
	             $2,650
	            $662.00

	          5
	        $24,800
	          $37,200
	             $3,100
	            $775.00

	          6
	        $28,400
	          $42,600
	             $3,550
	            $887.50

	          7
	        $32,000
	          $48,000
	             $4,000
	            $1000.00

	          8
	        $35,600
	          $53,400
	             $4,450
	            $1112.5



Program Instructions for School Nurses

1.
Visual Screenings must be administered by qualified individuals, and student referrals must come from the school nurse or qualified individual on behalf of the school.

2. Please check students’ eligibility before submitting applications. Students with Medicaid and CHIPS must utilize those programs to receive eye exams and glasses. Eye Care for Kids is open to those children who are not insured and fall within our guidelines for financial eligibility. Program Guidelines are listed on a separate page.

3. 
Please use the new 2008-2009 applications.  Applications must be written legibly.

4.
Nurses, please make sure your school information such as your name, job title, school 
name, 
phone and fax number is on the application so that we can contact you if we have   
any questions.

5.
Once application is completed, fax to Program Outreach 713-728-9304. 
      6.
Applications will be reviewed for approval and faxed back approximately within a week. 

7. 
Upon receiving approval, a provider doctor will be assigned and listed in the lower right hand corner of the application. An appointment should then be made either by the child’s parent or guardian, or by the school nurse or administrator on behalf of the child. Please make parents/guardians aware that their child’s approved application form must be brought to the appointment with the child and turned in to the doctor’s staff. This is their payment voucher.  Vouchers must be used within 30 days. Incase that circumstances have prevented the child from using their voucher within 30 days, we will review and extend on a case by case.   
8.
Please make sure that parents/guardians are aware that they are responsible for keeping their child’s appointment. If they are unable to keep their child’s appointment, they must call the provider doctor to reschedule. Patients who don’t call or keep their child’s appointments may forfeit receiving future benefits. Our provider doctors generously donate their time and facilities to Eye Care for Kids Foundation, so please tell them to give the provider at least one day’s notice if they need to reschedule.  In addition, please tell them to be polite to the doctor’s staff.
Please Remember:

· Children may receive services from Eye Care for Kids once per school year, unless prior authorization is given due special circumstances (i.e. changes in visual acuity, pain, etc.)

·     This program was not designed to provide children with extra pairs of glasses, so please submit only one application per child per school year.  If you have questions regarding special circumstances, please give us a call.

·     Please have the child write a nice thank you to the eye doctor and Eye Care for Kids and mail it to: Eye Care for Kids Foundation, 9660 Hillcroft, Suite 325, Houston, Texas  77096. Our provider doctors and Eye Care for Kids Foundation donors appreciate reading these letters.        
·    We are here to help. If you have any questions, please call our office at 713-728-5437.
Nurses, thank you so much for your support!  Eye Care for Kids could not accomplish what we do without the assistance of caring, guardian angels like you.







